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COMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS

May 29 - Pastor Ray Fico, age 87, with Beneath His Wings

Helping Orange County families in need

June5 - Rtn. Breanna Weeks - Cancer Relay For Life is coming up

July 4- Fourth of July Street Faire

June 12 - Rtn. Linda Blench - Craft Talk

June 19 - MVHS Interact Members with advisor Dominic Trevino

June 26 - OC Superior Court Judge James Gray

An innovative approach on drug control.

July 24- Fr Brian Reports on Libano Coffee & Housing Projects

DISTRICT EVENTS

2007 RI Convention in

Salt Lake City, 17-20 June

WHITE ELEPHANT

5/29 William Craycraft

6/5 Cu V Ngo

6/12 Cal Droege

6/19 Bob Duffy

6/26 Paul Dyke

District 5320

President Jim is

holding our two

awards presented at

the District Confer-

ence.

!" CLUB WEBSITE

!" CLUB

BULLETIN

1st Place winners

For Medium size

club

Congratulations!

These awards came

about because of our

club’s excellent projects

featuring our Four

Avenues of Service*

which were reported in

both the bulletin and

our website.

A reflection of our lead-

ers and of our members

who made it happen.

* A very critical standard for judging
CLUB SERVICE

THE SPOKE & WHEEL
THE SPOKE & WHEEL IS PUBLISHED ON THE FIRST AND FIFTEENTH OF EACH MONTH

The Official Bu"etin of the Rotary Club of Mission Viejo, California - Chartered September 13, 1974
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2234, Mission Viejo, CA. USA 92692	

 	

 	

 President: Gary Poertner	

	


Meeting Place: Casta del Sol Golf Club, Mission Viejo, CA	

 	

 	

 President-Elect: Scott Walker	


Meeting Days: Tuesdays	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 Secretary: Dave Williams
Meeting Times: 7:05 a.m. to 8:30 a.m	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 Treasurer: Bill Kersten
	


Board Members: All club officers plus Nick Alpino, Past President; Brigitte Archer, Director of Club Service; Dagmar Richter, Director of 
Community Service; Dr. Pushpa Chandwani, Director of International Service; and Jim Hansen, Director of Vocational Service
RI and District Officers: D. K. Lee, RI President; Roger McGonegal, District 5320 Governor

SADDLEBACK COLLEGE PRESIDENT 
SPEAKS TO ROTARY

Report by Jim Hansen
Photo by Bill Kersten

 The Rotary Club of Mission Viejo welcomed Dr. Tod Burnett, President 
of Saddleback College, as a guest speaker.  Dr. Burnett touched on a wide range 
of topics during his presentation. He even noted that Saddleback is celebrating 
its 40-year anniversary this year.  He briefly shared how the college began as a 

small local community college 
and has grown to offer more 
than 300 programs to ap-
proximately 27,000 students 
per year.  
 Dr. Burnett  also spent 
some of his time highlighting 
the State budget  and telling 
how it  affects Saddleback 
Community College. 
 Dr. Burnett thanked the 
Rotary Club for their years of 
moral and financial support to 
the college and he happily ac-
cepted two checks from the 
Rotary Club of Mission Viejo.  
The first  check is to be used 
for the Saddleback College 
Veteran’s Memorial.  The 

check was in the amount of $1,700 and is the first  of three payments for which 
the Rotary Club has made a commitment.  The second check, for $600, is to be 
used to support the Model United Nations program at Saddleback College.
 In closing, Dr. Burnett invited all Club members to the Veteran’s Memo-
rial dedication on April 30, 2009.  
 To find our more about Saddleback College, go to: 
www.saddleback.edu. 
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February is Rotary 
“World Understanding” 

Month
Upcoming District 

Events...
www.rotary5320.org

March 14-15 - District Singing 
Contest
Mar. 26-29 - District Conference
April 4 - District Assembly
April 17 - Rotary Business 
Person of the Year Luncheon
April 25 - Rotarians at Work Day

Upcoming Club 
Events...

www.missionviejorotary.org   

Feb. 17 - Rotarian Rae Shirer, 
“Laws affecting small busi-
nesses”
Feb. 24 - Don Staggs, “Para-
normal investigating”
Mar. 3 Auction item review for 
May 17 Gala 
Sunday, April 26 - Esperanza 
Special Education School Pan-
cake Breakfast Fundraiser.
Sunday, May 17 - MV Rotary 
Wine and Music Gala

http://www.saddleback.edu
http://www.saddleback.edu
http://www.rotary5320.org
http://www.rotary5320.org
http://www.missionviejorotary.org
http://www.missionviejorotary.org


COMMUNITY SERVICE/CLUB NEWS

Saddleback College Veteran’s 
Memorial and Model United 

Nations program receive support 
from the Rotary Club of Mission 

Viejo
 Dr. Tod Burnett, President 
of Saddleback College, was pre-
sented a check for $1,700, (the first 
of three installments), to go towards 
the Saddleback Community College 
Veteran’s Memorial.  In addition, 
the Club also donated $600 to be 
used in the Model United Nations 
program.  Dr. Burnett, pictured with 

Rotary President Gary Poertner 
to left, invited all Club members to 
the Veteran’s Memorial dedication 
on April 30, 2009.  
 To find our more about 
Saddleback College, go to: 
www.saddleback.edu.

[Photos by Bill Kersten]

CLUB NEWS 

John “Jack” McEwan

Report Submitted by Jack Wallace
File photo by Bill Kersten (taken at 2008 Pancake Breakfast)

Jack McEwan has missed a few meetings the past several weeks 
and Club members have missed him.  He is currently unable to attend 
meetings due to illness; but he can hardly wait for his health to improve 
so he can get back to enjoying the fellowship of the Rotary meetings of 
which he has been an important part for many years.  We all look 
forward to Jack’s return!
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Top Photo: Rotary Pres. Poertner and 
SCC Pres. Burnett
Bottom Photo: Pres. Burnett, SCC

Dr. Burnett invites all Club 
members to the Veteran’s 
Memorial dedication on April 30, 
2009. 

http://www.saddleback
http://www.saddleback


CLUB NEWS

GINA Missing Persons Foundation
Grammy nominated singer-song writer, Jannel 

Rap spoke to the Mission Viejo Rotary on Tuesday, 
February 10, 2009. Ms. Rap’s topic was, “What 
can you do to help bring a missing person home?”  
Ms. Rap’s sister, Regina - “Gina” - Bos has been 
missing since October 17, 2000. That incident 
changed Ms. Rap’s life.  Jannel Rap founded 
GINA Missing Persons Foundation, a non-profit 
entity focusing on finding missing persons of all 
ages, races and genders.

Ms. Rap opened her talk with a song and kept 
the audience’s attention with her story, sincerity, 
talent and charm.  In her long career, Ms. Rap has 
sung all over the country, including at the White 
House and hosted, “America, Lost and Found.”  
Her band, and other bands she has recruited, 
perform GINA concerts and The Squeaky Wheel® 
Tour.  They dedicate performances to missing 
persons.  

Ms. Rap ended her presentation with a song 
titled, “The Moon is Broken.”

Jannel Rap delivered a wonderful presentation 
for an excellent cause. 

Read more at: www.411Gina.org or 
www.clementineband.com.

     

Photo of Jannel Rap by Bill Kersten

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CLUB/DISTRICT NEWS

Rotary Area Speech Competition

	


	

 Aliso Niguel H.S. stu-
dent, Rod S., will be representing 

the Rotary Club of Mission Viejo 
at the upcoming Rotary Area 
Speech Contest.  The Area Con-
test will be held at the Savannah 
Chop House in Laguna Niguel 
and will be hosted by the Rotary 
Club of Laguna Niguel.  
 If  you are interested in 
watching the contest and support-

ing Rod, the lunch meeting/
competition will be held on 
Tuesday, March 10th at 12 noon 
at the Savannah Chop House in 
Laguna Niguel - the corner of 
Golden Lantern and Camino del 
Avion.  Lunch is $20 payable to 
the Rotary Club of Laguna 
Niguel.
[Left Photo taken by Bill Kersten]
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WHITE ELEPHANT
Feb. 17 - Dave Leckness
Feb. 24 - Don Lewellen

March 3 - Tom MacKinnon 
March 10 - Bob McQueen

March 17 - Steve Mugg
March 24 - Rick Murray

March 31 - Verl Nash

SPECIAL NOTE

Be sure to visit the Rotary Club 
of Mission Viejo Website at: 
www.missionviejorotary.org
For Club information, you may 
use the following passwords:
User = rotarian
Password = mvr

  

Webmaster: PP George 
Cooper
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Bulletin Staff

Photographer:
Bill Kersten
 

Reporters: 
Verl Nash & 
Bob Bridges

Editor:
Jim Hansen 
jhansen4@cox.net

JIM HANSEN IS OUR NEW BULLETIN EDITOR!

Educator, Jim Hansen, has stepped up and volunteered to become our
new bulletin editor starting July 1, 2007. Jim is a Principal with the Ca-
pistrano Unified School District. Jim and his wife, Catherine live in Mis-
sion Viejo at 27812 Abadejo MV CA 92692 and can be reached at:
jhansen@4@cox..net.

As current editor I can assure you that help from the membership in re-
porting our events is absolutely necessary to have an effective bulletin.
Whatever our club does in any of our Four Avenues of Service needs to be
reported so please give a hand to Jim and let Jim know what is going on!!
A special thanks to Reporter Verl Nash and his Back-up Bob Bridges and
to Photographer Bill Kersten for their great help during this past Rotary
year. It is very much appreciated by me…...George L Cooper, Editor

Craft Talk

Rotarian Linda Blench gave us an infor-
mative view in to corporate giant IBM
in her Craft Talk as a Contract Negotia-
tor. Praising IBM for its Integrity and
fairness to all, Linda feels very proud as
well as humbled to be part of one of the
oldest corporations in America. IBM
employees over 350,000 people world
wide in 74 countries and a great
woman’s rights advocate giving equal
pay to women starting in 1934. Linda
works in an office at home and commu-
nicates by Email and telephone all over
the globe as she negotiates contracts
involving mergers, acquisitions, patents,
copyrights as well as First of-a-Kind
contracts. (none of which she could di-
vulge because of confidentiality.)
One of the best Craft Talks because it
left us knowing a lot more about a mem-
ber than we new before as one Rotarian
(Ross) put it.

HAPPY FACES!!!

Our Pancake Breakfast Chairman, Bob Duffy happily
presented a check to Principal Starr and Fire Lighter
Christine of Esperanza School. The check was the
result of your club’s sponsoring the Pancake Breakfast
a few weeks ago.
A record total of almost $12,000 was raised and the
school hopes to purchase a new/used School Van with
the funds to help transport the Esperanza students.

More happy faces !! . Shown in disguise are the
clowns Peppermint Patty and Butterscotch which
were so well loved at the Pancake Breakfast.

Make-up Area 
Clubs

Coto de Caza/RSM - 
Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m., Coto de Caza 
Golf and Racket Club

Dana Point - Wednesdays, 7:15 
a.m., Ritz Carlton Hotel Monarch 
Beach

Laguna Beach - Fridays, 12 p.m., 
Hotel Laguna, 425 S. Coast Hwy.

Laguna Niguel - Tuesdays, 12 
p.m. at  Savannah Chop House, 32441 
Golden Lantern

San Clemente - Thursdays, 12 
p.m. at the San Clem. Inn, 2600 Ave. 
del Presidente

On-line make-ups
http://www.recswusa.org/info/f/31

http://www.missionviejorotary.org
http://www.missionviejorotary.org
mailto:jhansen4@cox.net
mailto:jhansen4@cox.net
http://www.recswusa.org/info/f/31
http://www.recswusa.org/info/f/31


ROTARY SHARES
Nicholas Alpino, PP 

(Charlenne) Group Travel
Brigitte Archer, PP          

Mortgage Broker
Victoria Avery, PP (Dan)       

General Insurance
Robert Blohm, PP              

Senior Active Agriculture
Ross Boling, PP (Janet)  

Medical Sales
Robert Bridges (Betty)  

Robotics Engineer
Robert Brown (Joanne) 

Investments
Barry Brownell, PP (Ety) 

Honorary Member 
Dr. Pushpa Chandwani 

(Nanik) Medical Doctor
George Cooper, PP (Margaret) 

Adhesive Distributer
William Craycraft, PP         

Sales/Marketing
Robert J. Duffy (Moraima) 

Financial Advisor
Dr. Steven Fish (Sue)          

School Dist. Superintendent
Dr. Richard Frieder, PP 

(Susan) Optometrist

MEMBERS
Bill Greenfield Sr. (Sandra) 

International Operations
Len Gribbons              

Honorary Member
Ann Hagerty                    

Research Writer
James Hansen (Cathy)    

Educator
Jacquelyn Hanson          

Author
Jack H. Jones, PDG (Joanie) 

Aircraft Manufacturing Consultant
Bill Kersten, PP (Carol) 

Computer Service
Carol Kersten (Bill)     

Honorary Member
Jim Leach, PP (Dot)                    

VP Government Affairs
Dave Leckness (Nancy) 

Printing
Don Lewellen               

Certified Public Accountant
Col. (Ret.) Krishna Mathur, PP 

(Pravena) Honorary Member
Dr. Tom MacKinnon, PP

(Jeannine) Dentist
John McEwan                    

Code Enforcement
Bob McQueen, PP (Mary Jo) 

School Administrator

SERVICE ABOVE SELF

      THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do:
1. Is it the TRUTH
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

better FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned?

BRING A GUEST
Norm Miller, PP (Pauline)                

Honorary Member
Steve Mugg, PP (Susan) 

Consultant
Richard Murray, PP (Paula) 

Attorney, General Practice
Verl Nash, PP (Suzanne) 

Education
Dennis O’Connor, PP (Bonnie) 

Real Estate
Rudy Paolino (Sharon) 

Manufacturing Sales Representative               
Gary Poertner (Adair) 

Community College Administrator
Dagmar Richter           

Banking, Branch Manger
Dave Rukstalis, PP CLU/ChFC 

(Ladona) Insurance Empl. Benefits
Dr. Aaron Sako (Mako) 

Optometrist
Norm Syler, PP (Luella)      

Historian
Scott Walker (Debbie)  

Financial Planner
Jack Wallace (Jeanne) 

Residential Real Estate
David C. Williams, PDG  

(Joann) Postal Service 
Robert I. Williams (Brenda)

Engineer
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