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COMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS

May 29 - Pastor Ray Fico, age 87, with Beneath His Wings

Helping Orange County families in need

June5 - Rtn. Breanna Weeks - Cancer Relay For Life is coming up

July 4- Fourth of July Street Faire

June 12 - Rtn. Linda Blench - Craft Talk

June 19 - MVHS Interact Members with advisor Dominic Trevino

June 26 - OC Superior Court Judge James Gray

An innovative approach on drug control.

July 24- Fr Brian Reports on Libano Coffee & Housing Projects

DISTRICT EVENTS

2007 RI Convention in

Salt Lake City, 17-20 June

WHITE ELEPHANT

5/29 William Craycraft

6/5 Cu V Ngo

6/12 Cal Droege

6/19 Bob Duffy

6/26 Paul Dyke

District 5320

President Jim is

holding our two

awards presented at

the District Confer-

ence.

!" CLUB WEBSITE

!" CLUB

BULLETIN

1st Place winners

For Medium size

club

Congratulations!

These awards came

about because of our

club’s excellent projects

featuring our Four

Avenues of Service*

which were reported in

both the bulletin and

our website.

A reflection of our lead-

ers and of our members

who made it happen.

* A very critical standard for judging
CLUB SERVICE

THE SPOKE & WHEEL
THE SPOKE AND WHEEL IS PUBLISHED ON THE FIRST AND FIFTEENTH OF EACH MONTH

The Official Bu"etin of the Rotary Club of Mission Viejo, California
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2234, Mission Viejo, CA. USA 92692	

 	

 	

 President: Nick Alpino	

 	


Meeting Place: Casta del Sol Golf Club, Mission Viejo, CA	

 	

 	

 Vice President: Gary Poertner	


Meeting Days: Tuesdays	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 Secretary: Linda Blench
Meeting Times: 7:10 a.m. to 8:30 a.m	

	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 Treasurer: Bill Kersten	

 	

 	


Directors: Past President Jim Leach; Club Service: Bill Greenfield, Jr.; Community Service: Brian Skalsky; International Service: 
Dr. Pushpa Chandwani; Vocational Service: Gary Poertner; and Club Officers.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Two “New” 
Vans for Esperanza

Proud owners of two “new” vans: Esperanza Special Education School princi-
pal, Ms. Starr Avedesian, poses with Rotary President Nick Alpino and five 
students from Esperanza in front of one of the two vans purchased with the 
profits from The Rotary Club of Mission Viejo’s Annual Pancake Breakfast fundraiser. [Photo by Bill Kersten] 

 This year’s Pancake Breakfast fundraiser was a huge success.
[See Vans, on page 2]
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June is Rotary
Fellowship Month 

Upcoming
District Events

June 15-18 - RI Convention, 
L.A. 

Upcoming
Club Events

June 17, Regular Meeting - 
Topic: “Canine Companions” 
Volunteer Puppy Raiser Victo-
ria Marchica

June 24, Regular Meeting - 
Topic: “A Trip Down Memory 
Lane - Rotary Comes Knock-
ing” PP George Cooper

July 1, Regular Meeting - 
Topic: TBA

July 4, M.V. Street Fair & Ro-
tary Booth

July 8, NO MEETING - DE-
MOTION DINNER!



[Vans, from page 1]
Enough money was raised for the school/school district to purchase two nearly  new vans.  Each van has 
less that 10,000 miles on it.  Principal Avedesian and a school staff member drove the vans by the June 3 
meeting to show them off to club members.  There was an open house - err - open vans for club mem-
bers (see photos below by  Bill Kersten).  Ms. Avedesian offered a special thank you to Rotarians Bob 
Duffy and PP Dennis O’Connor for their parts in the success of the Rotary sponsored fundraiser.

  

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLUB NEWS - REMINDER

Demotion Dinner
By Scott Walker with photo by Bill Kersten

 Please plan on joining us for a fun evening as we celebrate the past Rotary year under President 
Nick Alpino.  Nick has announced he will be recognizing nu-
merous club members and Paul Harris fellows.  Dave Leckness 
will have the honor of being lead “roast master” for the 
evening. 
 The dinner will be held outside and features a BBQ 
buffet with salmon and chicken.
 Date:  Tuesday, July 8th

 Time:  6:30 p.m.  (No morning meeting that day)
 Location:  Arroyo Trabuco Golf Club, 26772 Avery  
  Parkway,  Mission Viejo
 Directions:  Avery exit off 5 Freeway, or take 
  Marguerite Parkway south to Avery.  Go east  
  over the hill and you dead end at the golf club.
 Cost:  $38 per person  [RSVP at the Tuesday meeting or email to: scott@walkerfinancial.com]
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CLUB NEWS - BOARD MINUTES
The Rotary Club of Mission Viejo

Board Meeting
June 5, 2008

Minutes

Opening: President Nick Alpino called the meeting to order at 7:05 a.m.
Attendance: Members in attendance: Alpino, Chandwani, Blench, Poertner, and Ker-
sten.  Guests in attendance: Syler and Hansen
Opening Remarks: President Nick Alpino

- President Alpino recognized and thanked board members for their efforts this 
fiscal year. 

- He reminded the board members that the Club would be recognizing mem-
bers with twenty or more years membership in Rotary at an upcoming meet-
ing.  

- Alpino reminded members of the board that the Club (Nick and his wife) would be hosting a foreign exchange stu-
dent from South Korea through the Rotary Student Exchange Program.  Ki Han-Hee will arrive in August 2008 and 
will remain in the USA for 10-12 months. Club Counselor for Ki will be Dr. Pushpa Chandwani.  Ki will be a stu-
dent at Laguna Hills HS and will attend as many Rotary meetings as her schedule allows.

International Service: Dr. Pushpa Chandwani
Dr. Chandwani reported that India Water Project is still going through the approval process in India but will be starting soon.  
She will update as soon at work begins.
Treasurer’s Report: PP Bill Kersten

- PP Bill Kersten reported in detail on the current budget status.  Overall, the Club’s income was approximately 
$68,000 and overall expenditure was $75,000.  The $7,000 over was taken from the passbook account that remains 
at approximately $75,000

- Recent expenditures budgeted or expended included: (1) Esperanza Special Education School; (2) Student scholar-
ships to MVHS, THHS, CVHS and Saddleback CC.

Membership/Secretary Report: Linda Blench
Secretary Blench reported membership status.  She will turn over all records to PDG Dave Williams for July 1 when he takes 
over as secretary. Blench has perfect attendance ready for the next meeting and Gary Poertner will be taking care of that task.
Club Service: Bill Greenfield, Jr.  
NR
Community Service: Brian Skalsky

- President Alpino reported that PP Dennis O’Connor is now working with Operation Hope and taught a class at Ir-
vine Middle School.  O’Connor also attended the last workability program at Camp Rotary/Oso Lake.

- Magnetic Rotary signs were donated to Esperanza School for use on the two new vans purchased with funds from 
the 22nd Annual Rotary Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser for the school.

Vocational Service: Gary Poertner
- Poertner reported that all of the activities have been completed for this fiscal year.

Old Business: April Minutes were M/S/A as amended
New Business: PP Norm Syler proposed a $20 fee to all members.  $10 would go for shirts to be worn at Club work func-
tions, (e.g., the Street Fair, Pancake Breakfast, etc.), and $10 would go to the community/charities as part of the upcoming 
softball game fundraiser. The idea was tentatively approved pending notification and approval of Club members.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 a.m. 
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WHITE ELEPHANT
June 17 - Bob McQueen
June 24 - Steve Mugg
July 1 - Rick Murray
July 8 - No Meeting
July 15 - Verl Nash

July 22 - Dennis O’Connor
July 29 - Gary Poertner

Aug. 5 - Dagmar Richter
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CLUB NEWS
REMINDER

R O T A R Y 
F A M I L Y 
S U M M E R       
O U T I N G !

A BOAT TRIP TO CATALINA

BRING THE FAMILY AND 
JOIN FELLOW ROTARIANS 
ON A FUN FILLED DAY IN 
CATALINA.

W H E N :   
SATURDAY, JULY 12, 2008
D E P A R T :   
11:55 AM   (Be early as parking 
is a challenge)
F R O M :   
DANA POINT, CA

TICKET PRICE: 
$56.00 Adults, $52.00 Children 
LEAVE CATALINA:
7:00 PM 
RESERVATIONS:
Contact Ed Heeren
a t 9 4 9 - 4 7 0 - 0 8 4 2 o r  
edheeren@cox.net 

ROTARY CLUB OF MISSION VIEJO, CA	

  JUNE 15, 2008

	

 PAGE 5

Bulletin Staff

Photographer:
Bill Kersten  

Reporters: 
Verl Nash & 
Bob Bridges

Editor:
Jim Hansen 
jhansen4@cox.net

 Contributor:
 George Cooper

JIM HANSEN IS OUR NEW BULLETIN EDITOR!

Educator, Jim Hansen, has stepped up and volunteered to become our
new bulletin editor starting July 1, 2007. Jim is a Principal with the Ca-
pistrano Unified School District. Jim and his wife, Catherine live in Mis-
sion Viejo at 27812 Abadejo MV CA 92692 and can be reached at:
jhansen@4@cox..net.

As current editor I can assure you that help from the membership in re-
porting our events is absolutely necessary to have an effective bulletin.
Whatever our club does in any of our Four Avenues of Service needs to be
reported so please give a hand to Jim and let Jim know what is going on!!
A special thanks to Reporter Verl Nash and his Back-up Bob Bridges and
to Photographer Bill Kersten for their great help during this past Rotary
year. It is very much appreciated by me…...George L Cooper, Editor

Craft Talk

Rotarian Linda Blench gave us an infor-
mative view in to corporate giant IBM
in her Craft Talk as a Contract Negotia-
tor. Praising IBM for its Integrity and
fairness to all, Linda feels very proud as
well as humbled to be part of one of the
oldest corporations in America. IBM
employees over 350,000 people world
wide in 74 countries and a great
woman’s rights advocate giving equal
pay to women starting in 1934. Linda
works in an office at home and commu-
nicates by Email and telephone all over
the globe as she negotiates contracts
involving mergers, acquisitions, patents,
copyrights as well as First of-a-Kind
contracts. (none of which she could di-
vulge because of confidentiality.)
One of the best Craft Talks because it
left us knowing a lot more about a mem-
ber than we new before as one Rotarian
(Ross) put it.

HAPPY FACES!!!

Our Pancake Breakfast Chairman, Bob Duffy happily
presented a check to Principal Starr and Fire Lighter
Christine of Esperanza School. The check was the
result of your club’s sponsoring the Pancake Breakfast
a few weeks ago.
A record total of almost $12,000 was raised and the
school hopes to purchase a new/used School Van with
the funds to help transport the Esperanza students.

More happy faces !! . Shown in disguise are the
clowns Peppermint Patty and Butterscotch which
were so well loved at the Pancake Breakfast.

Make-up Area 
Clubs

Anaheim - Mondays, 12 p.m., 
Edison Field, 2000 Gene Autry Way

Coto de Caza/RSM - 7:15 p.m., 
Dove Canyon Country Club

Dana Point - Wednesdays, 7:15 
a.m., Ritz Carlton Hotel Monarch 
Beach

Laguna Beach - Fridays, 12 p.m., 
Hotel Laguna, 425 S. Coast Hwy.

Laguna Niguel - Tuesdays, 12 
p.m. at the St. Regis Hotel, 1 Monarch 
Beach Resort, Dana Point

Lake Forest - Wednesdays, 12 
p.m. at Baker’s Square, 23515 El Toro 
Road

San Clemente - Thursdays, 12 
p.m. at the San Clem. Inn, 2600 Ave. 

mailto:edheeren@cox.net
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CLUB NEWS

“Thailand - The Land of Smiles”
PP Barry Brownell’s daughter, Janice, shared an informative and interesting talk on her recent trips 

to Thailand.  Janice, a retiree, has lived in Germany for the past 40 years.  She visited the USA to see 
family.  She graciously took time to attend the June 10 meeting of The Rotary Club of Mission Viejo 
with her father, Barry.

Janice shared a Powerpoint “photo journal” of Thailand with details on food, life-style, climate, 
housing, restaurants, politics, transportation, religion, and more.  The photos and the discussion provided 
excellent insight into life in Thailand.

Thank you Janice, and thank you Barry for suggesting the topic!  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Happy Father’s 
Day!

Happy Father’s Day to a" fathers, grandfathers, great 
grandfathers, and those who have, or had, a father.
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SHARE ROTARY

Nicholas Alpino (Charlenne) 
Group Travel

PP Brigitte Archer          
Mortgage Broker

PP Victoria Avery (Dan)       
General Insurance

Linda Blench (Karl)           
Contract Negotiator 

PP Robert Blohm              
Senior Active Agriculture

PP Ross Boling (Janet)  
Medical Sales

Robert Bridges (Betty)  
Robotics Engineer

PP Barry Brownell (Ety) 
Restauranteur

Dr. Pushpa Chandwani 
(Nanik) Medical Doctor

PP George Cooper (Margaret) 
Adhesive Distributer

PP William Craycraft         
Sales/Marketing

Cu V. Ngo (Thi)         
Production Management

Robert J. Duffy (Moraima) 
Financial Advisor

Paul Dyke (Kathleen)  
Computer Service

Dr. Steven Fish (Sue)          
School Dist. Superintendent

PP Dr. Richard Frieder 
(Susan) Optometrist

Bill Greenfield Sr. (Sandra) 
International Operations

MEMBERS

James Hansen (Cathy) 
Education

PP Ed Heeren (Virginia) 
Aircraft Sales

PDG Jack H. Jones (Joanie) 
Aircraft Manufacturing Consultant

PP Bill Kersten (Carol) 
Computer Service

Carol Kersten (Bill)     
Honorary Member

PP Jim Leach (Dot)                    
VP Government Affairs

Dave Leckness (Nancy) 
Printing

PP Col. (Ret.) Krishna Mathur 
(Pravena) Honorary

PP Dr. Tom MacKinnon
(Jeannine) Dentist

John McEwan                    
Code Enforcement

PP Bob McQueen (Mary Jo) 
School Administrator

PP Norm Miller (Pauline)                
Honorary Member

PP Steve Mugg (Susan) 
Consultant

PP Richard Murray (Paula) 
Attorney, General Practice

PP Verl Nash (Suzanne) 
Education

PP Dennis O’Connor (Bonnie) 
Real Estate

BRING A GUEST

Gary Poertner (Adair) 
Community College Administrator

Dagmar Richter           
Banking, Branch Manger

PP Dave Rukstalis CLU/ChFC 
(Ladona) Insurance Empl. Benefits

Dr. Aaron Sako (Mako) 
Optometrist

Brian Skalsky                
Industrial Hygienist 

PP Norm Syler (Luella)      
Historian

Scott Walker (Debbie)  
Financial Planner

Jack Wallace (Jeanne) 
Residential Real Estate

PDG David C. Williams  
(Joann) Postal Service

SERVICE ABOVE 
SELF

      THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do:
1. Is it the TRUTH
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

better FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned?
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