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COMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS

May 29 - Pastor Ray Fico, age 87, with Beneath His Wings

Helping Orange County families in need

June5 - Rtn. Breanna Weeks - Cancer Relay For Life is coming up

July 4- Fourth of July Street Faire

June 12 - Rtn. Linda Blench - Craft Talk

June 19 - MVHS Interact Members with advisor Dominic Trevino

June 26 - OC Superior Court Judge James Gray

An innovative approach on drug control.

July 24- Fr Brian Reports on Libano Coffee & Housing Projects

DISTRICT EVENTS

2007 RI Convention in

Salt Lake City, 17-20 June

WHITE ELEPHANT

5/29 William Craycraft

6/5 Cu V Ngo

6/12 Cal Droege

6/19 Bob Duffy

6/26 Paul Dyke

District 5320

President Jim is

holding our two

awards presented at

the District Confer-

ence.

!" CLUB WEBSITE

!" CLUB

BULLETIN

1st Place winners

For Medium size

club

Congratulations!

These awards came

about because of our

club’s excellent projects

featuring our Four

Avenues of Service*

which were reported in

both the bulletin and

our website.

A reflection of our lead-

ers and of our members

who made it happen.

* A very critical standard for judging
CLUB SERVICE
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LEUKEMIA & LYMPHOMA SOCIETY 
PRESENTATION AT ROTARY OF M.V.

Left: Jennifer Schramo, Gail 
Stevens, Brian Stevens, and 
Jean Montague - July 31 
presenters.

Jean Montague and her co-
presenters Jennifer Schramo, Gail 
Stevens and Brian Stevens, shared 
messages and information regarding 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society. Jean coordinates a 
fundraising and awareness program  
for the Society. Gail is a Leukemia 
patient  and a RN at Mission 
Hospital in Mission Viejo, Brian is 
Gail’s brother, and Jennifer is a 
trainer for the Society’s “Team in 
Training” program.

Club members learned that  the 
“Team in Training” program is a 
support  program, a fundraiser, and 
an awareness program sponsored by 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society. Club members and guests 

are encouraged to get involved and  
the local “Teams in Training” 
program currently has participants 
from the age of 16 to to the age of 
76 years. Participants can earn 
money for the Society and 
approximately 75% of all funds will 
go towards research for finding a 
cure for Leukemia and Lymphoma. 
Areas of participation include: 
cycling, running and triathlons. For 
more inform on “Teams in 
Training,” visit the Web site 
www.teamintraining.org/mail and  
for more information on the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 
visit their Web site at www.LLS.org. 
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Upcoming Events 
and Programs

August is International 
Service Month 

August 21 - PDG Mike 
Darnold and his guests will 
discuss teen drug addiction

Aug. 28 - Jeff Bott, from 
the Transportation Corridor 
Agency, with an update on the 
241 Toll Road extension.

Sept. 4 - TBA

Sept. 11 - TBA

http://www.teamin
http://www.teamin
http://www.LLS.org
http://www.LLS.org


 

PP JIM LEACH
HONORED AT
DEMOTION DINNER
	

 PP Jim Leach was honored at the Club’s recent 
demotion dinner. The dinner was well attended and  
everyone had a great  time celebrating Jim’s wonderful 
year as President.
 Several speakers shared comments and per-
sonal reflections on Jim’s year as President. Jim was a 
dedicated, enthusiastic, and supportive president and all 
members will  fondly remember his “This Day in His-
tory” openings. His presidency will be remembered as a 
great  year for the Rotary Club of Mission Viejo! Of 
course, the Club is very excited to be beginning the 
2007-08 year with the Club’s new president, Nick 
Alpino. 

Below Left: Bob Blohm  in his Sunday best. Below Cen-
ter: Norm Syler recites “This Day in History” in Jim 
Leach fashion.

 Below: PP Jim Leach and Scott Walker share con-
gratulatory remarks at the Demotion Dinner.

   

Below Right: Verl Nash, Victoria Avery, Jack Wallace, 
and Dave Leckness pose for a photo during the        
festivities.

WHITE ELEPHANT
Aug. 21 - Ed Heeren
Aug. 27 - Bill Kersten
Sept. 3 - Daniel Lavoie
Sept. 10 - Jim Leach
Sept. 17 - Dave Leckness
Sept. 24 - Tom McKinnon
Oct. 1 - Bob McQueen
Oct. 8 - Steve Mugg
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PROJECT DEAF OF 
INDIA
Reporter: Verl Nash

 THe speaker at the August  7 
meeting was Rotarian Dr. Raj 
Desai.  Dr. Desai is a member of the 
Newport-Balboa Rotary Club.   He 
was born in India and completed  
undergraduate studies and his Mas-
ter of Arts degree in his home coun-
try.  He was then was awarded a 
Fulbright  Scholarship to attend 
school in Boston where he com-
pleted a PhD in biology. He stayed 
on as an assistant professor for three 
years after his degree program.  He  
moved to Stanford and remained 
there for 6 years and then to Orange 
County as the department  chairman  
of Cancer Research at  UCI.  He later 
went into private practice.  He has 
been President of the American 
Cancer Society and founding Presi-
dent  of the Indian Doctors Associa-
tion in Southern California.  Follow-
ing his retirement, he became the 
Founding Chairman of Project  Deaf 
of India.
    His talk had to do with his recent 
visit  to India and his visit  with the 
President  of India, Dr. Abdul Kalam, 
with whom he discussed his goals of 
Project Deaf of India - with good 
results.   His talk with President 
Kalam stressed three things he feels 
are necessary to combat the deaf-
ness in children in India:  1) Immu-
nization of all children with the 
Mumps, Measles, and Rubella vac-
cine, 2)  Early detection of deafness 
in children, and   3) Education for 
those children who are deaf.  He felt 
his talk with Dr. Kalam was very 
productive one and they are now 
vaccinating children in 12 of the 28 
states in India.
    Dr. Desai has a daughter who was 
born deaf and found that there were 
no private deaf schools in Orange 
County.   There are now 6 and the 
programs are continuing to grow.  

Lip reading and sign language are 
two things that  are being taught  so 
the young people can become pro-
ductive citizens.
    Club members and guests also 
learned that one month old babies 
can be fitted with hearing aides.  
This tremendous task has been sup-
ported by grants from Rotary and 
also from the Indian government.  A 
great talk by a very positive person.

 

 Above: Dr. Desai sharing infor-
mation from Project Deaf of India.

SHARE ROTARY
Nicholas Alpino (Charlenne) 

ROTARY CLUB OF MISSION VIEJO, CA	

 AUGUST 15, 2007

	

 PAGE 3

Bulletin Staff

Photographer:
Bill Kersten  

Reporters: 
Verl Nash & 
Bob Bridges

Advisor:
George Cooper

 Editor:
Jim Hansen 
jhansen4@cox.net

JIM HANSEN IS OUR NEW BULLETIN EDITOR!

Educator, Jim Hansen, has stepped up and volunteered to become our
new bulletin editor starting July 1, 2007. Jim is a Principal with the Ca-
pistrano Unified School District. Jim and his wife, Catherine live in Mis-
sion Viejo at 27812 Abadejo MV CA 92692 and can be reached at:
jhansen@4@cox..net.

As current editor I can assure you that help from the membership in re-
porting our events is absolutely necessary to have an effective bulletin.
Whatever our club does in any of our Four Avenues of Service needs to be
reported so please give a hand to Jim and let Jim know what is going on!!
A special thanks to Reporter Verl Nash and his Back-up Bob Bridges and
to Photographer Bill Kersten for their great help during this past Rotary
year. It is very much appreciated by me…...George L Cooper, Editor

Craft Talk

Rotarian Linda Blench gave us an infor-
mative view in to corporate giant IBM
in her Craft Talk as a Contract Negotia-
tor. Praising IBM for its Integrity and
fairness to all, Linda feels very proud as
well as humbled to be part of one of the
oldest corporations in America. IBM
employees over 350,000 people world
wide in 74 countries and a great
woman’s rights advocate giving equal
pay to women starting in 1934. Linda
works in an office at home and commu-
nicates by Email and telephone all over
the globe as she negotiates contracts
involving mergers, acquisitions, patents,
copyrights as well as First of-a-Kind
contracts. (none of which she could di-
vulge because of confidentiality.)
One of the best Craft Talks because it
left us knowing a lot more about a mem-
ber than we new before as one Rotarian
(Ross) put it.

HAPPY FACES!!!

Our Pancake Breakfast Chairman, Bob Duffy happily
presented a check to Principal Starr and Fire Lighter
Christine of Esperanza School. The check was the
result of your club’s sponsoring the Pancake Breakfast
a few weeks ago.
A record total of almost $12,000 was raised and the
school hopes to purchase a new/used School Van with
the funds to help transport the Esperanza students.

More happy faces !! . Shown in disguise are the
clowns Peppermint Patty and Butterscotch which
were so well loved at the Pancake Breakfast.

Make-up Area 
Clubs

Anaheim - Mondays, 12 p.m., 
Edison Field, 2000 Gene Autry Way

Coto de Caza/RSM - Tuesdays, 
7:15 p.m., Dove Canyon Country Club

Dana Point - Wednesdays, 7:15 
a.m., Ritz Carlton Hotel Monarch Beach

Laguna Beach - Fridays, 12 p.m., 
Hotel Laguna, 425 S. Coast Hwy.

Laguna Niguel - Tuesdays, 12 p.m. 
at the St. Regis Hotel, 1 Monarch Beach 
Resort, Dana Point

Lake Forest - Wednesdays, 12 p.m. 
at Baker’s Square, 23515 El Toro Road

San Clemente - Thursdays, 12 p.m. 
at the San Clem. Inn, 2600 Ave. del 
Presidente

On-line make-ups -http://
www.recswusa.org/info/f/31

mailto:jhansen4@cox.net
mailto:jhansen4@cox.net
http://www.recswusa.org/info/f/31
http://www.recswusa.org/info/f/31
http://www.recswusa.org/info/f/31
http://www.recswusa.org/info/f/31


Group Travel
PP Brigitte Archer          

Mortgage Broker
PP Victoria Avery (Dan)       

General Insurance
Linda Blench (Karl)           

Contract Negotiator
PP Robert Blohm              

Senior Active Agriculture
PP Ross Boling (Janet) 

Incentive Promotions
Robert Bridges (Betty)  

Robotics Engineer
Bob Brown (Joanne)    

Financial Planner
PP Barry Brownell (Ety) 

Restauranteur
Dr. Pushpa Candwani (Nanik) 

Medical Doctor
PP George Cooper (Margaret) 

Adhesive Distributer
PP William Craycraft         

Sales/Marketing
Cu V. Ngo (Thi)         

Production Management-Retired
Robert J. Duffy (Moraima) 

Financial Advisor
Paul Dyke (Kathleen)  

Computer Service
Dr. Steven Fish (Sue)          

School Superintendent
PP Dr. Richard Frieder 

(Susan) Optometrist
Robert Germeroth (Joré) 

Engineer
Bill Greenfield Sr. (Sandra) 

International Operations

MEMBERS

Bill Greenfield Jr. (Sherry) 

Education
James Hansen (Catherine) 
Educator  
PP Ed Heeren (Virginia) 

Aircraft Sales
PP Bill Kirsten (Carol) 

Computer Service
Carol Kersten (Bill)     

Honorary Member
Daniel “Joe” Lavoie (Kathryn) 

Mortician
PP Jim Leach (Dot)                    

VP Government Affairs
Dave Leckness (Nancy) 

Printing
Don Lewellen (Judy)           

Certified Public Accountant
John Lucas (Susan)             

Food Service Manager
PP Col. (Ret.) Krishna Mathur 

(Pravena) Honorary
PP Dr. Tom MacKinnon

(Jeannine) Dentist
PP Bob McQueen (Mary Jo) 

School Administrator
PP Norm Miller (Pauline) 

Piano Tuner
PP Steve Mugg (Susan) 

Consultant
PP Richard Murray (Paula) 

Attorney, General Practice
PP Verl Nash (Suzanne) 

Education
PP Dennis O’Connor (Bonnie) 

Real Estate

BRING A GUEST

Gary Poertner (Adair) 
Community College Administrator

PP Dave Rukstalis CLU/ChFC 
(Ladona) Insurance Empl. Benefits

Dr. Aaron Sako (Mako) 
Optometrist

Brian Skalsky                
Industrial Hygenist

Norm Syler (Luella)      
Historian

Steven Vincent (Marilyn) 
Commercial Prop. & Casualty Ins.

Scott Walker (Debbie)  
Financial Planner

Jack Wallace (Jeanne) 
Residential Real Estate

Breanna Weeks                 
Events Organizer

SERVICE 
ABOVE SELF

      THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do:
1. Is it the TRUTH
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

Better FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned?
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“ESCAPE FROM HIGH-TECH HAVANA”
Ariel Coros was the guest 

speaker at the regular Club 
meeting held on August 14. Mr. 
Coros enter the United States in 
1995, has become a U. S. citizen, 
and is the founder of The Aptive 
Group - an enterprise to support 
innovat ion, technology, and 
problem - solv ing for c l ients . 
During his very interesting talk he 
shared some of his experiences 
growing up in Cuba during the 
1980s and 1990s. He explained 
that, at the very young age of 15, 
he wa s invo lved in an 
entrepreneurial life style.  He, and 

his co-workers, began to design, 
build, and distribute home made 
satellite dishes for sale.  Mr. Coros 
explained some of the difficulties 
of his desired life style that were 
present by the cu l tura l and 
governmental setting of Cuba. His 
photos presented visual images to 
go along with his story.  He shared 
the explanation of his mother’s 
“escape” and and his own moving 
to the Uni ted Sta tes . C lub 
members and guests were treated 
to an excellent, and informative, 
talk.  

THANK YOU JACK WALLACE!
 

Jack Wallace coordinated the Read by Nine program for the Rotary Club of Mission Viejo. Thanks to his 
efforts, the Club submitted eight full boxes of books to add to the Rotary sponsored program. The Club is 
very appreciative of all that Jack did to make this another successful program for the Rotary Club of Mission 
Viejo.  Thanks Jack!
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 Above: Ariel Coros shared the
 “Escape” from Cuba.

Photos in this edition of the Rotary 
Bulletin were taken by Bill Kersten and 
George Cooper.


